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NEWS 
Health and Wellness fair reaches out to students 
of all stripes about good health. 
-Tanya Colledge, Pg. OS 
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
The enduring mystique of Louis Riel explored in opera. 
- Jay Schreiber, Pg. 08 
FASHION 
Spit or swallow? Yes, we're talking about oral sex. Believe it-
Stephanie Trembath, Pg. 11 
FEATURE 
CGI: Cinema Goes Idiotic. 
-Bonnie Nicoi,Pg. 12-13 
OPINIONS 
CBS has an out-of-date mentality deciding what's 
okay for Super Bowl commercials. 
·Angela Espinoza, Pg. 16 
SPORTS 
Douglas continues to dominate in badminton. 
- Garth Mclennan, Pg. 18 
WHO WEARE 
The Other Press has been Douglas College's student newspaper 
since 1976. Since 1978 we have been an autonomous publication, 
independent of the student union. We are a registered society under the 
Society Act of British Columbia, governed by an eight-person board of 
directors appointed by and from our staff. Our head office is located in 
the New Westminster campus. 
The Other Press is published weekly during the fall and winter 
semesters , and monthly during the summer. We receive our funding 
from a student levy collected through tutition fees every semester at 
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registration , and from local and national advertising revenue. The 
Other Press is a member of the Canadian University Press (CUP), a · 
syndicate of student newspapers that includes papers from all across 
Canada. 
The Other Press reserves the right to choose what we will publish, and 
we will not publish material that is hateful, obscene, or condones or 
promotes illegal activities . Submissions may be edited for clarity and 
brevity if necessary. All images used are copyright to their respective 
owners. 
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you in March! 
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Let the Games be gone 
Liam Britten 
editor in chief 
The 2010 Olympic Games in Vancouver could qualify as one of the biggest wastes of taxpayer 
money in this province's history. $2.5 
billion will be spent on a two week-long 
party that will see our downtown turned 
into a veritable police state, where the 
homeless are herded off like cattle to 
be hidden away from visitors' eyes and 
public expression of disapproval for the 
Games is unconstitutionally forbidden. 
These games are supposed to represent 
the best of our country and show the 
world how great a city Vancouver is, 
but all they will see is a locked-down, 
advertising-rich mockery of Canada's 
most vibrant and unique city. When you 
weigh all these factors objectively, it's a 
farce to have the Games at all. 
So, why am I so damn excited to be 
here for them? 
My enthusiasm for the Games is 
really a contradiction of everything 
I believe in (except for my belief in 
cheering for Canada-the Games do 
cater to that belief of mine); I'm a 
hardcore leftist who has wanted to see 
affordable housing get my tax dollars, not 
a spectacle for the international- bourgeois 
to attend for a few weeks. If there were 
any other circumstances that would cause 
Vancouver to turn into a living billboard 
with Stormtrooper-esque police forces 
on patrol and a congestion problem that 
would make Singapore look like Agassiz, 
I'd be marching in the streets. But since 
there's good hockey on TV, I guess I can 
let it slide. 
I know a lot of people have a 
problem with the games, and like I've 
said, any person looking at the situation 
objectively should have a problem with it. 
But as of right now, it's too damn late to 
complain about the money spent, because 
they're coming, like it or not. Besides, 
we'll have plenty of time to bitch about 
the price tag while we're paying it off for 
the next 10 years. 
Let's look at this situation by taking 
the example of my favourite hobby: 
drinking. If I'm at a pub looking to 
have an awesome time, I'm not averse 
to spending too much money on liquor. 
I know it's a bad idea and there's no 
sensible reason to do it, but once I'm one 
or two or eight shooters in, it would be a 
waste of booze to just drink and get upset 
about my tab at the same time. There's 
a time and place for everything, and 
worrying about money spent on drinking 
is best done while hung over from said 
drinking. 
Despite all the problems the Games 
have brought, this is still a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity for our city. Never 
again will we have this amount of 
attention lavished upon us and never 
again will we be such a destination, so we 
might as well make the most of it. 
Your friend in high fidelity, 
Liam Britten 
Editor in chief 
The Other Press 
P.S. And if you can't stop worrying about 
the Olympics because of my irresponsible 
logic, at least enjoy your time off from 
class. 
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Douglas Students' Union AGM Summary 
David Lam coordinator position changed, major changes made to Performing Arts Fund 
Kristina Mameli 
news editor 
On Wednesday February 3, the Douglas Students' Union held its Annual General Meeting in the newly renovated Upper Lounge of its building on the 
New Westminster campus. The meeting provided an open 
forum for students to discuss and vote on a number of bylaw 
amendments put forward by the Representative Committee. 
Luring students with free pizza and wings, the meeting also 
gave the Douglas community an opportunity to look over 
financial statements, hear what the current Representative 
Committee has been working on and to provide input to help 
improve how it operates . 
The meeting was called to order by incumbent B.C. 
Canadian Federation of Students Representative Michael 
Olsen who acted as the chair of the meeting. He briefly 
explained Robert's Rules of Order that would be observed 
for the duration of the meeting. He then moved from 
protocol to procedure, calling for approval of the evening's 
agenda as well as the AGM minutes from the three previous 
years. 
The bylaw amendments proposed by the 
Representative Committee were then put forward. The first 
motion, motion A, was carried with no discussion necessary 
and made minor changes to the David Lam coordinator 
position. Further to motion A, motion B saw the changing 
of requirements for David Lam coordinator candidates. 
Candidates now need to only take one course at David Lam 
instead of 50 per cent of their course load. 
Motion C warranted a bit of discussion before being 
carried. It successfully reallocated the funds from the $350 
per semester Performing Arts Fee to instead be "apportioned 
equally to the Performing Arts Fee, Building Maintenance & 
Improvement Fee, [and] Clubs Fee." 
There is currently $586,007 in surplus in the 
Performing Arts fund and motion D called for the surplus 
to be divided as follows: "40% Performing Arts Fund, 40% 
Building Maintenance & Improvement Fund, 20% Clubs 
Fund." After some heated discussion, an amendment was 
put forward by a student that the funds instead be equally 
distributed amongst the three. The amendment was quickly 
accepted and the motion carried. 
Motion E and G were presented as housekeeping 
items intended to amend outdated bylaws to reflect reality. 
Bylaw III, Section 3.b), a bylaw regarding a Student' Union 
Building fee of $9.00 per student per semester that no longer 
exists was deleted as it was originally set to expire following 
the completion of the DSU building. There is a surplus 
of money in that fund that must also be used for DSU 
buildings . In future, this could mean DSU facilities on the 
David Lam campus. In the same motion, it was also decided 
that the obsolete Section 8 be deleted. "The Students' 
Union Building fees shall be assessed for each College 
semester until all mortgage or other indebtedness, secured 
or unsecured, of the Society with respect to the Students' 
Union Building has been fully discharged." 
Motion G, also a minor housekeeping item, was to 
remove any reference to the Thomas Haney Campus (a 
Douglas campus that was once in Maple Ridge) as the 
campus no longer exists and the bylaws renumbered to 
reflect this. 
4 
The final motion was motion F, which is "[e]ffective 
August 31,2012: Whenever the Performing Arts Fund and 
Clubs Fund reach $100,000 the surplus will go into general 
revenue." As the fund was last used in 2005 to fund a 
performance of the Rocky Horror Picture Show, the motion 
passed. The unused money can now easily be spent on more 
student services . 
DSU's Auditor, Calvin Tompkins, then explained 
the financial situation of the organisation and broke down 
the numbers in his firms' financial report as of August 31, 
2010. 1t was also "resolved that Thompkins, Womy, Miller 
and Co. be appointed the auditors of the Douglas Students' 
Union for the fiscal Year ending August 2010." 
Receiver-Manager Marne Jensen then gave her report. 
She said that Douglas is currently in the process of ending 
receivership of the DSU and that the DSU is financially 
healthy and may now function independently of the College. 
That, as Jensen explained, is due entirely to the efforts of 
the Representative Committees of the last few years which 
have completely rebuilt the DSU's financial and operational 
foundation following its collapse in the fall of 2006. 
On behalf of the Representative Committee, DSU 
external relations coordinator Priscilla Bartleman then 
delivered its report. She spoke of the many events, 
campaigns, and services the committee has been a part 
of, placing particular emphasis on the OnePassNow 
campaign and the Education Shouldn't Be A Debt Sentence 
writing contest/campaign. She also spoke briefly about the 
renovations of the Upper Lounge and invited all students 
to attend biweekly DSU meetings every second Wednesday. 
All of the documents referenced above, in the spirit of 
full disclosure and complete transparency, can be found at 
the DSU's offices upon request. 
Douglas College Wrap-Up 
By Krtetlna Mamell 
College hours during the Olympics 
During the two week Olympic break 
(February 15-28), there will be no classes 
on either campus. Some College services, 
however, will be operating with limited 
hours. 
For more information and a complete 
listing visit: http://www.douglas.bc.ca/ 
olympic-break -hours .html. 
Second year students could win 
one of 25 $1000 awards 
Douglas students' entering their second year 
in the summer or fall 2010 or winter 2011 
semesters may be eligible for one of 25 
$1000 awards. 
Students applying for the awards must 
be Canadian citizens enrolled in university 
transfer arts, science or business courses 
that have accumulated a minimum of 24 
transferable credits as of December 31, 
2009. They must also have a GPA of 3.50 or 
higher to qualify. 
February 22 is the deadline for 
applications. Students will be selected by 
the Selection Committee for Scholarships, 
Awards and Bursaries by March 31. Apply 
online at http://registrar.douglas.bc.ca/ by 
clicking on "Financial Aid," then "Award 
Application," then "Second Year Award." 
Douglas raises money for Haiti 
Third-year nursing students facilitated a 
''Toonie Tuesday for Haiti" fundraiser at 
both campuses last Tuesday in an effort to 
raise money for the earthquake-ravaged 
nation. Between both campuses, the 
students raised approximately $1100 in 
two hours. With the Federal Government's 
promise to match all funds raised by 
Canadians, that amounts to $2200, or, 
according to an email from the group, 
"enough to feed 1100 people for one day 
more." 
Douglas employees have also stepped 
up at the David Lam campus. In room 
Al040, the Learning Centre is selling 
chocolates . They call it "Exchange Your 
Change for Chocolate." With all money 
going to the Red Cross, the Learning Centre 
will continue to collect money during 
the Olympics during the limited hours of 
operation mentioned above. 
Keep up to date with the Douglas 
community's relief efforts at: http://www. 
douglas.bc.calhaiti-relief.html. 
News Shorts 
By Kristina Marnell 
Will there be enough snow for 
Olympic events? 
According to VANOC CEO John Furlong, 
who took helicopter tours of Olympic 
venues Wednesday, there will be. 
Furlong commended the efforts of staff who 
have been exhaustively trucking snow to the 
Cypress Bowl for their dedication and noted 
that dropping temperatures and sporadic 
snowfalls should greatly aid their efforts as 
they ready the venue for the Games. 
Olympic road closures 
"Walk, bike, or take transit" is the mantra 
being repeated by TransLink as the Games 
fast approach. TransLink had hoped to see a 
five per cent reduction in traffic each week 
leading to the Opening Ceremonies totalling 
30 per cent. At the time of this writing 
however, traffic stands at only a 13 per cent 
reduction . 
Major closures Thursday, such as 
that of the Georgia Viaduct, and the 
implementation of Olympic lanes, heralded 
the start of true Olympic gridlock. 
TransLink encourages drivers to 
leave their cars at home or visit http:// 
travelsmart2010.ca/ for road closures and 
alternate routes . 
Harper makes up for lost time 
It was revealed via a series of leaked emails 
Wednesday that Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper plans to cancel two weeks of 
parliamentary breaks in March and April in 
an attempt to make up for time lost when 
he prorogued (or suspended) Parliament 
following the holidays . · 
The parliamentary calendar can only 
be changed with the consent of all parties, a 
rule Harper has twice ignored. 
The House of Commons is expected 
to be in session during March 15 to 19 and 
April 12 to 16 and is expected to be very 
busy. Normally during that time, MPs would 
visit their ridings. 
Parliament remains suspended until 
March 3, following the Olympics. 
College fair promotes student health and well ness 
D ouglas College was the host of the Health and Wellness fair last week at both the David Lam and New Westminster campuses to inform students of 
the free services available to them through the College. 
The event, organized by the SWAT (Student Wellness 
Awareness Team), the College Centre for Student Life and 
and fitness assessments and an on-site chiropractor and 
naturopathic doctor were available to answer any questions 
and offer advice to students . A massage therapist also joined 
to fair, giving free pain relieving massages to Douglas 
College students and faculty. 
"Being a part of events like this helps the Wellness 
Centre to advertize more and tell women that there are 
resources available to them," said Nieder, explaining that 
the centre has a full library of reading material on topics 
surrounding abuse, rape , child care and information for 
single parents . "It's just a safe space on campus to come 
hang out and talk to other women." 
Nieder also said it's important for students to be aware 
"It's really important for women to know that there is a Women's Centre here at 
Douglas College. It's important for us to let women know that there's information 
about health here." -Christine Nieder, Women's Centre representative 
the Women's Centre, included several interactive booths: 
the sport science, nursing and therapeutic recreation 
departments; DC Recreation; and special fundraising booths 
for the Canadian Red Cross and the health science students . 
"It's really important for women to know that there is 
a Women 's Centre here at Douglas College," said Christine 
Nieder, representing the centre. "It's important for us to let 
women know that there's information about health here." 
Students were treated to a variety of perks at the fair 
courtesy of the College, in order to promote health and 
well-being. The sport science department offered free health 
of activities promoted through the college that help others 
in the community, such the Women's Centre's upcoming 
Cinderella project, which will collect high school graduation 
gowns to donate to those who are not able to afford them. 
The fair was an overall success, with giveaways such 
as free snacks , a chance to win Vancouver Canucks tickets 
and other great health and wellness related prizes . 
The fair is expected to be a recurring event at the 
College to keep students aware of the free health and 
wellness services they can take advantage of throughout 
their studies. 
U.S. President gives modern address to Americans 
Obama uses YouTube to discuss healthcare reform and employment opportunities 
By Tanya Colledge, Staff Reporter 
I n an attempt to bypass traditional media outlets to reach audiences directly, President Barack Obarna sat down with Steve Grove, the head of news and politics at 
YouTube, for an exclusive interview last week to answer 
questions submitted and voted on by Americans during the 
president's State of Union address on January 27. 
In the 40-minute interview, Obama answered questions 
that were submitted via video, text message or by email on 
matters surrounding the economy, education, energy policy 
and foreign affairs . An estimated 53 ,000 users voted for 
theirfavourite question out of 11 ,600 submitted to YouTube, 
with jobs and the economy being the top category of 
questions submitted. 
"It is my greatest hope that we can get this done not 
just a year from now, but soon," said Obama as he addressed 
the current and highly politicized American healthcare 
reform, explaining that the White House is calling on its 
Republican colleagues to get behind the bill to provide 
health care that provides not only insurance reforms for 
people who do have health insurance but also coverage for 
those who don't . 
"My hope is, is that they accept that invitation and that 
they work with us together over the next several weeks to 
get it done," he said. 
No stranger to YouTube or online forms of media 
himself, the President also shared his views on open 
Internet being a powerful engine for economic growth 
and employment. ''I'm a big believer in net neutrality. I 
campaigned on this. I continue to be a strong supporter 
of it," he said, adding that he is committed to providing 
equal opportunities online for Americans. "We don't want 
to create a bunch of gateways that prevent somebody who 
doesn't have a lot of money but has a good idea from being 
able to start their next YouTube or their next Google on the 
Internet." 
The president ended his address to the public by 
expressing his gratitude to those who contributed to the 
discussion. "I hope we get a chance to do this on a more 
regular basis," he said, "because it gives me great access 
to all the people out there with wonderful ideas. And even 
if you didn't make your question, even if it wasn't on this 
show, we appreciate your submission, and hopefully we'll 
catch you next time." 
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DSU to add $500 to nursing students' efforts for Haiti after miscommunication 
By Kristina Marnell, News Editor 
After a slight miscommunication, the Douglas Students' Union will match Douglas third-year nursing 
student's "Toonie Tuesday" fundraising 
effort for Haiti up to $500. The collection 
was held last week and the organisation 
plans to add the $500 to the $500 it has 
already put forth. 
The Other Press was sent an email 
from an upset nursing student regarding 
the total raised by the students on both 
campuses and the DSU's alleged refusal 
to make good on a promise to match 
funds raised by students. 
The deadline associated with the 
DSU's offer was not originally indicated 
on the posting due to a clerical error. 
The deadline was January 29 and the 
fundraiser in question did not take place 
until February 2. 
Preliminary numbers of the "Toonie 
Tuesday" put the effort at $1100 with one 
donation can still to come from the New 
West campus. 
The email read as follows: "One 
issue I am having is that our Douglas 
Students' Union placed a posting stating 
that the fundraising matching of funds 
collected is now over it is past the 
deadline. What Deadline????? There 
was no deadline in their postings, I am 
annoyed by all the hoops we have gone 
through first with the posters and now 
this. I haven't spoken with any of them 
yet, because I am so mad!!" 
The email continued: "We need to 
collectively disagree with this move from 
them and contact them and discuss this, 
if they refuse to match with the $500 they 
promised in their posting we need to fight 
them on this!!! This is our money that 
comes from our "FEE'S" every semester. 
There was no deadline on their original 
posting ... " 
Priscilla Bartleman, external 
relations coordinator for the DSU openly 
admits to the error and at the time of this 
writing has spoken to the students to work 
towards rectifying the situation. She sent 
The Other Press the following in regards 
to the initial email: "I will up front openly 
admit that I did not attach the deadline 
date to the initial posting and had not 
clarified after that there was a deadline. I 
am but human and do make mistakes." 
"We have reached our match funding 
cap, but still will be happy to match fund 
the Loonie Toonie Group for up to $500 if 
they contact us about it." 
"The money for this match funding 
is not coming out of the fees collected 
it is coming out of revenue generated 
from a one time advertisement we had in 
the Upper Lounge during Fall Welcome 
Week. That is why we had the $500 limit 
on the match funding." 
"We believe it is about the cause 
and not about the money and are sad to 
see this come as far as it has. We firmly 
believe in doing what we say we are 
going to do and since I was not as clear as 
I should have been we are trying to rectify 
this error as best as we can." 
Bartleman offered further 
information as to what the posting should 
have said in a message sent to members 
of the DSU's Facebook group. "The 
Copies of the Other Press's Audited Financial Statements and 
minutes from its Annual General Meeting are available to be 
viewed by all Student of Douglas College. 
DSU is committed to making every effort 
to raise funds for Haiti. Our primary 
fundraiser will be a bake sale held in the 
concourse on January 28. DSU will match 
funds collected by DSU though direct 
fund raising or clubs to a total maximum 
of $500 before January 29,2009 and 
requires the funds to be sent though DSU 
to a legitimate aid organization. DSU will 
also be making an up front contribution of 
$500 to Haiti aid." 
As previously mentioned, the issue 
has been resolved and the group has 
apologized on behalf of the member who 
sent the email. 
Our office is located in Room 1020 at the New Westminster Campus. 
E-mail business@theotherpress.ca with any inquiries. 
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I Love You, Phillip Morris finally comes out 
Ewan McGregor co-stars as Jim Carrey's love interest in this semi-new film 
Angela Espinoza 
With a career now spanning thirty years, Jim Carrey's come a long way from talking out 
of his butt and wearing green spandex. 
Carrey has proven himself a noteworthy 
actor, managing to just barely escape 
the world of typecasting by successfully 
taking on serious roles in films like Man 
on the Moon (1999) and Eternal Sunshine 
of the Spotless Mind (2004). In one of 
his most recent projects, Carrey takes on 
the role of real-life con artist Steven Jay 
Russell in the film I Love You, Phillip 
Morris . 
The comedy-drama film follows 
the relatively fabricated story of Russell, 
whom, after several years of living an 
average life as a church-going family 
man, comes to terms with himself as the 
flamboyantly gay man he really is. He 
leaves his old life behind in search of 
something better, only to turn to a life of 
crime. After ending up in prison, Russell 
is introduced to his cellmate, Phillip 
Morris, played by Ewan McGregor. From 
there on out, Russell's goal is to spend 
the rest of his life with Morris; the man 
he truly believes to be his soul mate. 
He pursues this goal to the point where 
Russell repeatedly escapes prison to be 
with Morris, using his con-artistry skills 
to their full potential . 
Carrey's ventured into a lot of 
I Just Called to Say I Love You 
A mix for lovers on Valentine's Day 
By Jay Schreiber, Arts Editor 
Have you ever made a mix tape for your valentine? Nothing tells a person exa· tly what you 
feel like an old fashioned mix tape. Mix 
tapes, which still exist today in CD or 
play-list form, are one of the most reliable 
and common gifts that makes any loved 
one feel cared about. If you decide to 
follow this path on V-day, then maybe 
you should include some of the following 
selections . 
• Careless Whisper- ~rge 
Michael 
Good love song with a saxophone 
solo that has become iconic to 
pop music. This tune even had 
the power to convince the general 
public that George Michael was 
straight at one point in history 
before he ruined his career. Also 
the breakout hit from his last pop 
group Wham!-it's impossible 
miss this one on the soft rock 
stations. 
• My Cherie Amour- Stevie 
Wonder 
For a blind guy, he sure does 
have one hell of a way to describe 
his vision of this woman. Stevie 
Wonder has a variety of good love 
songs, but this is one that I find to 
be the most effective. Upbeat and 
happy like most of his music, this 
tune is low on the sap and it's hard 
not to enjoy the groove. 
• MicheUe - The Beatles 
It wouldn't be a complete list 
without mentioning the masters 
of '60s love. This tune is soulful, 
well constructed and most of all 
fells sincere. The group's use of 
French, a foreign language to 
western pop music, adds an effect 
to the message of the song. Check 
out McCartney's bass solo; if 
that's not enough to make you fall 
in love then I don't know what is. 
• If You Want Me To Stay- Sly & 
the Family Stone 
One of the great legends of soul 
and R&B, and still touring to this 
day, is credited with this little 
ditty. Like "Cherie Amour," this 
one is more upbeat and danceable 
than your typical love song. The 
Red Hot Chili Peppers did a cover 
in the late '80s which was funkier 
and had a better hom section to it. 
• Crystal Ship -The Doors 
An outright lullaby, it isn't hard to 
picture Jim Morrison serenading a 
woman to sleep with this melody. 
A great example of '60s free love 
and peace among people, the 
stoned, ballad-like texture is a 
perfect down-beat groove. 
different realms throughout his career, 
which I, as a fan girl, have followed 
extensively. Yet even I had to give a 
double take when I first read about 
theatres until February 10, 2010, where 
it will make its official theatrical release 
in France. Despite this ridiculous delay, 
some additional good has come of it. 
this role. Carrey has portrayed the 
stereotypical gay man before in the sketch 
series that gave him his big break, In 
Living Color. Despite my original fears 
though, Carrey, as well as McGregor, 
have been extensively praised for their 
portrayals. 
As of February 1, while promoting the 
film, both Carrey and McGregor became 
knights in France's National Order of Arts 
and Letters due to their successful film 
Due to its subject matter, the movie 
has had some trouble finding distributors, 
having been completed in 2008 and 
only now being released publically. 
Sometimes I have to wonder what century 
we're in. The film originally premiered 
at the 2009 Sundance Film Festival 
last January, and has been kept out of 
On the west bank of Trout Lake, 
I wait until the bats come out. 
Well, one bat at least, careening 
in the way some bat long past 
once lurched into our language 
Heterochromic h11Sky, is that sex or cancer you sniff? 
Leave me be. I am waiting for words 
Mallard armada, who is the gull in your midst? 
Keep it down, I await words. 
Father, your tot's face wears more 
ice cream than the stick. 
Stroll along. 
The willows will be flooded soon 
and remain so until June or July. 
I cried here once for summer's passing, 
and perhaps (more deeply) for summers past. 
Drunken nights and lovers' fights, 
Mad Alice, choirs, and lantern lights. 
I wait out the sun, facing east. 
If you wait until car lights-heads or tails-
Glide across the lake, before the single red-leafed tree 
The bats may join yon. 
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Olympic Edition 
By Jay Schreiber, Arts Editor 
L ike it or lump it, various performance stages have been set up around the city of Vancouver and loads of acts are going to be turning this city into party central. Here's a highlight reel of what to see and where to find it during the craziest two weeks this city 
will most likely ever experience. 
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Saturday, February 13 
See Wilco at 9 p.m. on the Livecity Yaletown stage located in David Lam Park at 
Drake St. and Pacific Blvd. downtown. This rockin' group is not a free show that you 
want to pass up. 
Sunday, February 14 
Vancouver Seeds winner Daniel Wesley rocks out the free Livecity Yaletown stage at 
9:30p.m. tonight while Nelly Furtado gets promiscuous with all of BC Place for just 
$22. 
~onday,February15 
On the Yaletown stage at 9:30, don't miss Jewish reggae star ~tisyahu, and later that 
night at Granville Island's Backstage Lounge, Sloan featuring The Stanfields. 
• Tuesday, February 16 
Starting at 7:30, Barenaked Ladies play a $22 BC Place concert, when at 9:30 the 
Yaletown Stage has Ontario emo group AJexisoofire for free. On the Downtown Stage 
at 9:30, Buck 65 is rocking it until The Trews come on stage at the Granville Island 
Lounge around 10:30. 
• Saturday, February 20 
Crowd around the Yaletown Stage at 9:30 to see the Sam Roberts Band play a free 
show. 
Sunday, February 21 
• Pay the $22 to get into BC Place for great Canadian '80s rock groups Loverboy and 
Trooper at 7:30. 
~onday,February22 
DJ Bones will be spinning at the Club Adrenaline on Granville Island at 9:30 and at 
the same time, you could catch Colin James play at the Yaletown Stage. 
Tuesday, February 23 
For the low, low price of $22, you can see Billy Talent play at BC Place, or for free 
you can check out The Constantioes at the Yaletown Stage. 
Wednesday, February 24 
Determined Australian rock group INXS are going to be at BC Place for an overpriced 
$22 show, and at 9:30 the talented Damian ~arley will be rocking on the Yaletown 
Stage. 
Thursday, February 25 
For the pop punker in you, IU Scarlet plays the Yaletown Stage at 6:30, but blow that 
one off because the great Burton Cummings is taking care of business for only $22 at 
BC Place. 
Friday, February 26 
Get lost in the Great Big Sea at BC Place, and a few surprise acts may show up on the 
city stages. 
• Sunday, February 27 
On the last night of concerts, check out Great Big Sea at BC Place, before the stadium 
is used for the closing ceremonies. 
Louis Riel: traitor or iconic Canadian? 
This and other questions raised by UBC's reprise of the 
rarely performed opera, Louis Riel 
By Jay Schreiber, Arts Editor 
A fter 125-odd years to reflect on the "heroic" ending to Louis Riel's life, Harry 
Somer's opera is still bringing this 
story to the stage. Having only been 
performed a few times since its debut 
on CBC in the late 1960s, this itself 
is a historical moment for the arts 
world in our city. 
For anyone who fell asleep in 
Grade 10 social studies, here's a 
quick recap of why Riel is important. 
The guy stood up against the British 
in an act of rebellion on behalf of 
French and Natives living in what 
is now Manitoba. British win, Riel 
hangs and today we live in Canada. 
For the Canadian centennial 
in '67, the same government that 
had Riel put under the rope paid 
Harry Somers to compose an opera 
based on the life of Canada's most 
infamous traitor. The opera has now 
become perhaps the most famous 
in Canadian history, and to see 
the students of UBC re-enact this 
moment in our past is a reminder of 
how we've developed as a society. 
That being said, the production 
of this historic opera comes with 
some issues attached to it. For 
example, Harry Somers modernist 
composition style can sometimes 
make the libretto difficult to take 
in one sitting. A simple feeling and 
thought in any given scene gets 
unnecessarily articulated and twisted 
for no apparent reason. Riel is often 
singing secluded away from the 
general population in order give 
light to his apparent sociopathic 
state. Since Riel doesn't have that 
connection with the people he 
represents, it kind of makes his 
whole battle appear in vain. 
Nevertheless, although the 
content was often difficult to deal 
with, the U\Jent being brewed at 
UBC managed to pull through in 
delivering high-quality depiction of 
Somer's vision. The pit orchestra 
was the star of the show, articulating 
an accurate portrayal of the often 
intriguing, well thought out score. 
The chorus held together very well 
as townspeople with the standout 
performances going to the scenes 
featuring members of Riel's family. 
With the stage split between 
Red River and Ottawa divided down 
the middle by a giant stairwell, it 
seems that the acting was contained 
and often it became difficult to get 
engaged in the performance. With 
the exception of a few all inclusive 
scenes, such as the day Riel stands 
trial, things were fairly divided much 
like the state of Canada at this point 
in history. 
In the end, Riel was just a 
traitor who made a few bad mistakes 
that put him in the way of Canada's 
creation as a country from coast 
to coast. Like the last line of the 
production states "Thank God the 
Bastard's Dead." Like most things 
in this country, the production of 
something so important to our history 
is tough to chew, and isn't very east 
to enjoy. Like Riel found out, being a 
Canadian isn't all easy. 
Douglas' arts funding gets slashed by student union at last week's AGM 
Jay Schreiber 
artsedHor 
T hat's right, folks; the arts world on our campus took another blow last Wednesday, when the DSU 
decided to rethink how the Performing 
Arts Fund is to be used. 
The Fund, which has existed 
relatively untapped for the last few years, 
is a culmination of student fees that are 
collected at the beginning of each year by 
the college and like years past has failed 
to prove useful. 
This money, by default, belongs 
to you, the students and community 
members of Douglas College's arts world. 
At theAGM held last Wednesday, the 
student union set a motion to cut the 
fund back to about one sixth of what 
it currently is, and keep it there, with 
any surplus to be directed into building 
improvements and general revenue, 
whatever that means . 
So how much money are we talking 
here? According to the financial statement 
handed out at the union's meeting, the 
Performing Arts Fund had reached 
$586,007 by 2009. That year alone, 
$94,264 of it was collected from student 
fees and added to the large sum of money. 
My own immediate reaction to 
this was shock and anger that the DSU 
would be shaving off close to a half of 
a million dollars from the arts fund, but 
after the initial impression subsided, I 
began to look into the reasons why this 
is happening. What could posses the 
students union to take that much money 
from the members of the college they 
represent? 
Truth is, the fund hasn't really 
been used very much by anybody in the 
school and has sat, collecting thousands 
of dollars over the past few years, to 
reach a ridiculous amount that eventually 
has to be dealt with. Students in the arts 
at Douglas College simply don't use 
that money, so in part the blame is to be 
passed on to them. 
In the years 2008 and 2009, a 
sent their direction. If any students wish 
to take out money from this fund, I'm 
sure the new yearly ceiling of $100,000 
income will likely cover it . 
The DSU isn't really clear when it 
comes to how students' money is spent 
however. As it stated in the AGM report 
handed out last Wednesday, under the 
heading performing arts, their mission 
is to be "committed to fostering and 
encouraging student productions that will 
give Douglas students the experience 
they need to succeed in their field." I have 
"It is a shame that the DSU is so out of touch with the arts 
students of Douglas College; we can only hope that things 
turn out better next year with an election of the new student 
government." 
grand total of $1 ,600 was retrieved from 
the fund to be used by performing arts 
students for whatever expenses they 
sought. This comes out of the $181,943 
collected during that two-year time span, 
a difference of $180,343 that will likely 
just sit in a bank account and gain interest 
along with the other years of income the 
fund has received. 
Although it is the students 
responsibilities to use this money, I can 
see the DSU's point in re-directing where 
the money goes. To be fair, if a group 
of people aren't going to use a large 
sum of money that rightfully belongs 
to them, then once the sum reaches an 
astronomical amount it's only courteous 
to the other students to have part of it 
major issues with this previous statement. 
If the DSU actually cared enough 
about the students at Douglas College, 
then it would have been nice of them to 
let members of the performing arts know 
that this money actually existed. Asking 
anybody in the arts wing (third floor north 
on the New West campus) if they know 
about this money commonly results in the 
response, "That's great! Now where is the 
DSU?" 
Anyone who was a part of the arts 
community last year may know about 
the cuts to our programs which saw 
sections of classes being slashed as 
well as performing groups temporarily 
disbanding over lack of funds. Could the 
DSU not have seen the harm this caused 
Website Editor 
the very students that they represent and 
possibly stepped in by meeting with the 
program coordinators to strike up a deal 
to use some of the rarely touched money? 
I'm sure the students would have been 
just fine with that. 
Looking at the DSU's relationship 
with the center for sport, recreation and 
wellness, it is apparent that things look 
quite favorable for them. In the AGM 
report, "through the DSU funding the 
college, it is able to provide services 
such as varsity athletics, recreation 
& intramurals, health and wellness 
promotions, fitness center.. ." The list goes 
on. Why then can the student union not 
fund the arts so that students can go to the 
classes that they need? 
On the surface level, all the DSU 
has done for the arts students is provide 
lunches once or twice a month, and a few 
low-population pub nights. Our school 
doesn't have aU-Pass yet, and most 
arts students are too busy practicing to 
hang out in the DSU building which just 
underwent major renovations . 
To the students of Douglas College's 
art programs, I urge you all to get a share 
of this money while you still can for 
whatever your creative heart desires . It is 
rare in our profession that such funds are 
readily available, so get your hands on it 
before the motion to remove the money 
goes into effect sometime around 2012. In 
the mean time, it is a shame that the DSU 
is so out of touch with the arts students of 
Douglas College; we can only hope that 
things turn out better next year with an 
election of the new student government. 
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'BEAUTY 1NSIDE AND (9u~ Sweet Valentine 
By Stephanie Trembath, Fashion Editor 
Although it is a consumer-created holiday that sets unrealistic expectations and allows 
for ridiculous romantic endeavours, 
Valentine's Day is dedicated to showing 
affection and appreciation to your loved 
ones. The top three classic gifts on V-Day 
are maybe not as original, but provide a 
few hidden benefits that you may want to 
explain to your partner so you look like 
you' ve put some thought into your gift: 
• Chocolate: Loaded with 
antioxidants; which protect 
the body from aging and heart 
disease, and llavonoids; which 
relax the body's blood pressure 
by producing nitric oxide, and 
serotonin; which acts as an 
antidepressant. chocolate is a 
tempting treat that is worth the 
eel Iii §I ($1 1§11 ti i(w 
By Stephanie Trembath, Fashion Editor 
S upporting local Canadian clothing companies is always a good idea-although cruising Robson Street for 
trendy fashion finds isn't always in the 
student budget. Actually, "not always" is 
more like "never," which is why so many 
students wind up wearing the exact same 
thing from North American companies. 
Unless you're a dedicated shopper and 
frequent sales racks, vintage shops, or 
second-hand stores, it's hard to look 
different and dress in style. Unless, that 
is, you get to travel and save your money 
forforeign finds. 
Bonny Stasuk, a past student at 
Douglas College who graduated with 
her diploma in sports science, spent her 
last two years travelling and working 
in Europe. This spring Stasuk returned 
home to take extra classes here at 
Douglas, and to show off her foreign 
finds. Stasuk was in France for a year 
working and travelling, and spent all last 
summer vacationing in Barcelona. 
"European style is way more 
original, and I found Paris so inspirational 
for fashion," says Stasuk, "While I 
vacationed in Barcelona I really liked 
the bohemian style worn there. Lots 
of colors and contrasting patterns in 
delicate fabrics create a most eclectic 
style; I really liked the 'hippie vi be' in 
Barcelona." 
In a light blue short-sleeved 
"chemise shrug" she bought in France, 
10 
extra calories. 
• Flowers: Act as a natural mood 
booster in initiating excitement 
and happiness. The presence of 
plants or flowers in a household 
allow for greater feelings 
of satisfaction, affect social 
behaviour in a positive manner, 
and allow for a more intimate 
connection. 
• Lingerie: Sexy or sweet lingerie 
are proven to spice up couples 
sex life in the bedroom, and boost 
levels of self esteem. Rumour has 
it that by having sex three times 
a week, couples bum almost as 
much as those who run ?Smiles 
in a year; that's 7,500 calories! 
Regardless if it's true or not, 
buying your partner something 
special for just the two of you to 
enjoy beats a run by yourself any 
day. 
The Foreign Fashionista 
Stasuk says her latest look is modeled 
after the fashion in Hong Kong where 
lots of layers in different fabrics are all 
the rage. 
'1 mean, I don't live to shop or 
anything;• Stasuk laughs. "I just don't 
like to look the same as everyone else." 
In a cute, comfy, and totally unique 
outfit Stasuk proved how easy it is to be 
fashionable and trendy ... even for the 
struggling student. 
Looking for that perfect gift for the hockey 
lover in your life? Search no further 
All a true Canadian hockey fan wants is to see his girt wearing team colours 
By Jay Schreiber 
Alright ladies, this article comes straight from the heart. It's the day before Valentine's Day 
and you're wondering what your man 
will be doing on this special occasion 
to celebrate a happy relationship and 
togetherness. If you're a male and you 
just read that, don't cringe-this article is 
just as much for you . 
Now, I'm just as experienced as 
any guy when it comes to sucking it up 
and taking your significant other out for 
a fancy dinner, a chick flick, and then a 
triple chocolate cake for desert. I know 
exactly how you feel and what you're 
thinking; you'd rather be out with the 
guys watching game and slamming back 
brewskis like the true Canadian dream 
suggests. 
Well, why not combine both? 
What I'm suggesting is a game of 
give and take, where you scratch her back 
and in return she scratches yours . It's 
what relationships are built on, no? Try 
asking your lady to, in exchange for the 
romantic night on the town, wear your 
team's hockey jersey around for a little 
while, let's say, in the bedroom? Unless 
your girlfriend is a fan of slamming back 
beers while watching two hockey teams 
duke it out (in which case, marry her!) 
I'm sure she'd be open to the suggestion. 
Tell me, what guy doesn't want to 
see the woman he adores show an interest 
in one of his favourite pastimes? Ladies, 
this is exactly the kind of thing a guy sees 
and falls in love with. Do this once and I 
almost guarantee a chick flick marathon 
in your benefit. 
The question, you may ask, is "What 
kind of hockey guy is my boyfriend?" 
Try scoping out his jersey collection 
and finding something that works good 
for both him and you . Remember, 
hockey jerseys fit loose, so don 't go for 
the smallest fitting one he has; it will 
probably be an old one he doesn 't wear 
anymore . 
As well , it is a jersey, so it may 
smell bad, but just keep in mind that the 
worse it smells the more likely it will 
be the one he wears to practice on the 
weekends, so stay away. Also , try to find 
one that's fairly generic, preferably no 
numbers on the back. Unless it's a turn on 
for you , I don' t know any guy would like 
to make Jove to his girlfriend attempting 
to look like Sidney Crosby. 
When in doubt, go with the maple 
leaf. If the guy has a Team Canada jersey 
(which every male north of the 49'h 
parallel should own), then you can do no 
wrong. The only exception to this rule 
is if the maple leaf is blue, then he's a 
Leafs fan and probably shouldn't have 
a girlfriend anyway. My advice? Dump 
him. 
On the west coast, you're most 
likely to find a Canucks jersey, and 
wearing that will almost guarantee your 
safety through just about anything. This 
year the NHL takes a break on Valentine's 
Day, so don't worry about soiling the 
team logo on game day; I'm sure your 
boy toy will be more than welcoming of 
your venture into his closet. 
Now ladies, here's the important 
issue to remember when attempting 
to arouse your male counterpart by 
supporting his sport; if he sees you 
wearing the jersey, he may try to engage 
you in hockey talk and this is the last 
thing you want. Kiss him, throw him on 
the bed, reach for his belt buckle or for 
the love of god do something to Jet him 
know that you don't give a flying fuck 
about the team's record and are only 
doing it to get him feeling frisky. 
Heaven forbid your man is not into 
hockey, look into other sports that appeal 
to him and try to work around that. Does 
he like the BC Lions? Is he a fan of the 
Seattle Mariners? I'm sure that even if 
your boyfriend is into UFC he wouldn't 
mind it if you walked into the room 
wearing only a skin tight G-string like the 
pros do. 
Remember ladies, it's a game of 
give and take. Once your guy sees what 
you're willing to do for his pleasure, he's 
sure to return the favour and it may just 
pay off bigger than you expect. 
Semen: to spit, or to swallow? 
The surprising health benefits 
--~--------------------------------------, 
By Stephanie Trembath, Fashion Editor 
W omen today vote, wear designer pants, and obtain careers while juggling the 
stresses of becoming a mother and 
keeping a firm physique. However, no 
matter how far females have come, it 
seems we are always on the bottom of 
the sexual scale as at school, or in the 
workplace, it is impossible for girls 
to escape sexual innuendos or jokes 
pertaining to being female. 
Just the other day I overheard a guy 
say, "That's where women belong, on 
their knees," when a girl was searching 
for a book on the lower shelf in the 
library. 
Hilarious, right? Isn't that what we 
women find amusing as well; referring 
to men based on their ability to perform 
satisfactory fellatio? I don't think so. 
For a guy, to have a girl on her knees 
giving a blowjob is the ultimate position 
of power; being pleasured and in control 
at the same time is a total turn. But what 
exactly is in it for women? Mter all, we 
are the ones subjected to crude remarks, 
and it is my personal belief that girls give 
head more than they get it. 
Ladies, here is some good news 
about blowjobs; if you swallow you are 
not only pleasing your man, but you are 
also benefitting yourself as women absorb 
many natural nutrients through semen 
that are beneficial for overall health. 
Semen has been proven to act as an 
antidepressant in women when absorbed. 
The chemical composition of mood 
altering hormones such as testosterone, 
oestrogen, and prolactin, which are all 
found in semen, aid in boosting levels 
of depression. Heightened levels of 
testosterone and oestrogen are proven 
to boost mood levels, while prolactin 
counteracts levels of dopamine in the 
body. While dopamine sends off feelings 
of enjoyment, arousal, and activity, 
prolactin reacts in opposition to release 
feelings of satisfaction and relaxation, 
thus creating a balance within the self. 
In a case study done at the 
University Of Pennsylvania, the medical 
students found another benefit of 
consuming semen; it wards off breast 
cancer. The seminal plasma contains 
glycoproteins and selenium, which are 
both cancer fighting agents that aid in 
preventing breast cancer. It is rumoured 
that women who perform fellatio at least 
three times a week may lessen their 
chances of getting breast cancer by at 
most 50 per cent. 
It may not be all that appealing, 
or taste very good, but there are some 
vital health benefits to giving a blowjob. 
Times have changed; women are able to 
wear the pants in the relationship now, 
and the more women know about sex the 
better able we are to demand respect from 
chauvinistic males who believe women 
"belong on their knees ." 
It's time for girls to demand more 
head. 
rteceoflheWeek. 
The Scarf 
By Stephanie Trembath, Fashion Editor 
Simple and comfy, for spring 2010 the scarf is easily dressed up or down depending on fabric and 
colour, and is a cheaper fashion accessory 
for both men and women to wear. 
That's right guys , wearing a 
pashmina or a knock-off Burberry scarf 
doesn 't mean that you're not into women; 
it shows that you' re somewhat style 
fashton 
savvy. 
Worn through spring, thinnerfabric 
scarves draped across the shoulders or 
knotted around the neck are an easy 
way to make a simple white t-shirt and 
jeans unique. Layers are in this season, 
so mixing up your wardrobe with longer 
scarves is a great way to save your money 
while following the trends . 
H&M has a great selection of light 
cashmere and wool scarves for under $25, 
while Urban Outfitters carries scarves in 
bolder tones and Boho colors for a more 
"indie rocker" vi be. 
11 
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CGI, 30, 40 ... can we have fewer gimmicks and more attention to film.making? 
By Bonn1e Nicol 
T here was a time when the world was an uncomplicated place, a place where Disney cartoons, 
talented .actors and brilliant plotlines 
roamed free across the fertile plain that 
was the movie industry. Oscar-winning 
films actually deserved their rewards and 
had major audience tum-outs. The only 
3D films you could see were at the IMAX 
Theatre, and they were all educational, 
so you felt smart afterwards . Yes, these 
were lovely times, but they were naive 
times . These were the 1990s, and nobody 
could have imagined that a charming 
film released in 1995 that excited the 
imaginations of millions of children 
worldwide would lead to such a creative 
downfall. That film was Disney-Pixar's 
Toy Story, and it was the first full-length 
film released in CGI. 
After the success of Toy Story, CGI 
became the celebrated new way to tell a 
story, and audiences were enthralled by 
it. Originally CGI started out as a cute 
novelty that worked brilliantly when 
used in moderation, bringing a new-
found realism to scenes that required 
extreme visuals that never could have 
been accomplished otherwise. 
And then one fateful 1997 Oscar 
season, a film sailed across the high seas 
in a race to see what movie was going to 
abuse the technology most shamelessly, 
crashing into theatres everywhere. Titanic 
was James Cameron's awe-inspiring 
CGI showboat that p~hed the limits and 
proved that we'd only just begun. There 
was one major flaw, though: Titanic 
lacked a thought-provoking plot and 
basic originality. It didn't really matter 
at the box office, however, as movie 
goers put money ahead of mind to sit for 
three hours and watch a cliched romance 
and unapologetically-ironic Picasso 
references. Until its box-office gross 
of $1,843,201,268 billion was usurped 
by another James Cameron film-the 
mind-bogglingly overrated epic, Avatar-
Titanic was the highest grossing film of 
all time. It was a sign, a w~ng that was 
drowned out by the cha-ching! of coins 
dropping into the slots of ticket booths 
around the globe. The worst was yet to 
come. 
As the years dragged on into the 
2000s, the trickle that had been CGI 
began to grow bigger and flow faster, 
inconsistencies within the plot. Actors 
were reduced to mere voices behind 
easily-marketable caricatures that could 
display emotion, complete stunts, and 
work continuously without the costly 
interferences of talent, body doubles, and 
the Actors Guild. And then as if it weren't 
bad enough that their voices were being 
exploited, established actors were being 
used for their recognizable profiles in 
order to motion-capture their humanistic 
movements to create malleable CGI alter 
egos. The best examples of this are seen 
in The Polar Express and Beowulf, which 
had characters so lifelike that they truly 
could have been real, had it not been for 
their eyes: dead, piercing eyes stared out 
coldly from eerily-lifelike faces. The 
result was that audiences felt unnerved by 
how humanistic and obviously. soulless 
the characters were. Despite how uncanny 
these effects have made the movie-going 
experience, they continue. to dominate 
the big screen. Their proximity to realism 
has actually made them rather unrealistic, 
and as a result, the _stories they act out are 
unrelateable and unimportant. Out are the 
grit, the on-screen suffering, meaningful 
development, and memorable characters 
that originally brought in audiences, 
drawing out their thoughts and emotions . 
In is the cute, the kaleidoscope of fun and 
fluffiness, the cookie-cutter plots catering 
to the current pop-culture. 
On the subject of gimmicks, there is 
one in particular that is plaguing theatres 
everywhere, killing off any original 
novelty and leaving behind a brutal rash 
of tackiness . I am of course referring to 
the wonderful mind fuck of 3D! In the 
last few years, the movie industry has 
fallen on hard times, with theatres seeing 
a decrease in audiences, most noticeably 
during the current recession. In an attempt 
to wipe the tarnish off the silver screen, 
the industry quickly rehashed an old idea 
for a complete revitalization. In a move 
fully expected from an industry that 
continues to produce uninspired sequels, 
remakes, and remakes of remakes, every 
"Out are the grit, the on-screen suffering, meaningful development, 
and memorable characters that originally brought In audiences, 
drawing out their thoughts and emotions. In Is the cute, the 
kaleidoscope of fun and fluffiness, the cookie-cutter plots catering to 
the current pop culture." 
spreading like an animated oil slick new theatrical release is coming out in 
across the industry, choking out all other 3D. Like the glasses you put on to watch 
elements of creativity. Increasing numbers the format, 3D is just a gaudy accessory 
of live-action films began to incorporate slapped onto the face of a film whose 
CGfas the ~n focal point, which ' , producer, director, writers, and actors 
allowM filmmakers to take the lazy way have zero faith that it can be successful on 
out o:( stocyrelling by over-using special . its own. 3D is touted as an unforgettable 
effeeis to detract ~Ill gaping hole!t 'and ··" . experience, which is semi-true: you 
~.. .. ' ~ ·~ 
always remember reaching out to try 
and touch the images in front of you, 
or how at some parts it's as if you were 
flying along with the movement of the 
film. What is forgotten, however, is the 
story. Who needs one when all of your 
senses are being stimulated in such an 
entertaining way? 
But it has gone too far. In attempts 
to exploit visual effects to the farthest 
possibility, the elements of plot and 
story development have been steadily 
abandoned. There is too much focus on 
how amazingly realistic CGI has the 
potential to become, and unfortunately 
that is exactly what people want to see. 
It's a thrilling curiosity that even the most 
compelling of storylines can't compete 
with. This brings me to the grandest, 
blandest of them all: Avatar. The film 
has made nearly $2 billion at the box 
office, a record that will probably never 
come close to being broken, or even 
contested. The problem is Avatar has a 
generic, unimpressive plot that can be 
easily figured out in the first ten minutes . 
The story is stitched together with the 
most easily-recognizable movie cliches 
ever created to make a flimsy skeleton, 
fleshed out by two obscenely large CGI, 
3D implants . To the film 's credit, it sure 
knows how to shake it; most of Avatars 
money has come from the exorbitant 
prices of the 3D viewings. Seeing the film 
in 2D is like seeing any one of the dozen 
or so CGI films that came out in 2009, 
such as A Christmas Carol , 2012, Up, and 
a much better aliens-meet-humans film, 
District 9. 
As if 3D weren't money-grubbingly 
horrific enough, there is now 'a new 
experience known as 4D, which combines 
the closeness of 3D with physical 
elements in order to make moviegoers feel 
as if they are actually in a film. Reali y? Is 
this what we've come to? A chair needs to 
start convulsing for us to become engag~d 
in a film? A movie should be so good 
that it already feels like we're in it. Just 
another big ploy in a dismayingly long list 
of big ploys to distract audiences from the 
absence of plot. 
The question is, why? Why do we 
want to digitize humans and our world? 
Was the real thing so bad that we have to 
remove ourselves from it so completely? 
That we can't even watch our own actions 
anymore, that we need to see everything 
through a rose-coloured computer 
generated image? 
At the rate we're going, it's probably 
a safe prediction that all this dimensional, 
CGI and audience-experience crap will 
come to an end when films are finally 
released in 5D, and an audience member 
gets killed by an all-too-realistic movie 
character. 
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Well, you're nice to them, of course. 
You listen to what they have to say. 
You think of them every day with a little 
something. And every now and then you 
treat them to somewhere special. 
Homes for the homeless, an innovative idea 
By Trevor Dora, Opinions Editor 
The goal is to end homelessness . It sounds like a massive undertaking and by all means 
it is. Homelessness in Vancouver 
as everyone knows is no small fish . 
The people at Pivot Legal Society 
however, have a goal: "to persuade the 
federal government to enact a funded 
National Housing Strategy that will 
end homelessness and ensure secure, 
adequate, accessible and affordable 
housing for all persons living in 
Canada." 
So how do they plan to 
successfully reach this goal you ask? 
The answer would be with tents. 
According to the group's website, 
they plan to "use red tents and like 
items as symbols on the streets 
and in the media to draw attention 
to Canada's homelessness crisis, 
educate the public about the need for a 
funded national housing strategy and 
mobilize people across the country to 
pressure government to take action 
on homelessness." According to the 
group's website, since Vancouver was 
awarded the 2010 Olympic games 
there has been a net loss of affordable 
housing stock. 
. With an estimated 14,000 reporters 
visiting from around the world, what 
better time to attract media attention 
than during the 2010 Winter Olympic 
games? The organization plans to 
hand out 500 bright red pop-up 
tents accompanied by red tarps, red 
ponchos and red banners all inscribed 
~ith "Housing is a Right" arid "End 
Homelessness Now!" messages written 
in white writing. The tents will provide 
shelter for those who would otherwise 
not have shelter and educates others 
about the homeless crisis and the need 
for action. 
While some may think that the 
tents are simply a publicity stunt, 
they will hopefully play a crucial role 
in raising awareness and generating 
more funds on behalf of the federal 
government to help find and implement 
solutions to the problem. According 
to the group, "Canada is the only 
industrialized nation without a national 
housing .plan. The cost of keeping 
people off the street is significantly 
cheaper than the medical and other 
associated costs of leaving them on the 
streets." Something needs to be done . 
While the tents are by no means 
a permanent solution to the problem, 
they are an original and innovative 
form of non-violent demonstration. 
The homeless problem in Canada and 
' especially on the Downtown Eastside 
is not something that we should try 
and cover up and hide from the world 
during the Olympic and Paralympic 
festivals . This is a huge problem that 
needs to be dealt with pragmatically, 
sooner rather than later. Hiding it from 
the world is not going to make it go 
away. 
Hopefully as the world comes to 
visit the most liveable city in the world, 
these red tents will help illustrate this 
simple contradiction: 
Step up your academic game 
70 per cent, the standard at other institutions-think about it. 
T his semester is probably like any other in which you start out by telling yourself that you are going 
to push yourself harder and achieve those 
grades . You told yourself the same thing at 
the beginning of last semester and it never 
really materialized. More important things 
got in the way, life happened . While some 
of us shoot for straight As, others aim to do 
the least amount of work possible in order 
to achieve a passing grade. 
Throughout high school and into post 
secondary, 50 per cent is the cut off, the line 
between a glorious pass and an inglorious 
post-secondary. It doesn't make sense to 
simply try and scrape by. Why not give it 
100 per cent? In the end, it will pay off. 
Whether you're looking to transfer to 
university or get a job, grades will play 
a role. Although not all, some employers 
look at grade point averages and pick only 
from the elite. When you don't get the job 
because your grades weren't good enough, 
it's going to hurt looking back, thinking you 
could have done so much better. 
We attend post-secondary to hopefully 
acquire knowledge and skills that will 
help us in our future careers but also in 
life. If you don't get the job or your grades 
never factor in , at least you can look back 
knowing that you gave it your all and in 
tum acquired a superior education. 
Stop aiming for a measly 50 per cent 
and give it a shot. Earn it-you deserve it. 
"If you are planning to hold a professional career at some point in 
time in your life, don't you think it's worthwhile to shoot for higher 
than a 50 per cent? Just imagine if doctors shot for 50 per cent 
competence." 
fail. Many institutions use the 50 per cent 
mark as the lowest acceptable percentage 
required to advance to the next level. 
There are, however, some institutions 
who have upped the ante. In order to 
advance within these institutions , each 
student must attain a minimum grade of 70 
per cent. Now, the same student who was 
aiming to do the rillnimum amount of work 
has to put in an extra 20 per cent. For some, 
this may sound dreadful; I personally think 
it's a good idea. 70 should be made the pass 
percentage at all academic institutions . 
When you break it down it only make 
sense. A final grade of 50 per cent indicates 
that at best you are comfortable with half of 
the material covered throughout the course. 
I say "at best" because many students get 
away with lucky guesses and bullshit on 
examinations . Now some may argue that 50 
per cent competence is acceptable in some 
subjects but aside from the fact that I don't 
want to offend anyone, I honestly don't 
think this is the case. 
If you are planning to hold a 
professional career at some point in time in 
your life, which is assumed by the fact that 
you are attending post secondary, don't you 
think it's worthwhile to shoot for higher 
than a 50 per cent? Just imagine if doctors 
shot for 50 per cent competence. Example: 
halfway through an operation the doctor 
stops; "Umm ... sorry, I slept through that 
lecture," or, "I didn't read that chapter." 
Now, obviously this is an extreme example 
and there are measures in place to prevent 
this from ever happening but it's worth 
considering. 
You pay hundreds of dollars to attend 
Fwning? Nodding? Tell us what you think; 
contact opinions@theotherpress.ca with your 
opinions about this or any other article 
An average refund with us is Sl,OOO. 
We get you an average of sl,OOO on your tax refund, 
so you can do more of what you want to do. Get It Right :M 
Student Tax Prep S29gs H&R BLOCK" 
plus FREE SPC Card.' 
Click, call or come over. I hrblock.ca I 800-HRBLOCK 
~ 2009 H&R Block Canada, Inc. *$29.95 valid fol regular student tax preparation only. 
Student tax preparation with Cash Back option is $34.95. To qualify for student pricing, 
student must present either (i) a T2202a documenting 4 or more months of full -time 
attendance at a college or university during 2009 or (ii) a valid high school identification 
card . Expires July 31, 2010. Valid only at participating H&R Block locations in Canada. 
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Separate water and profit 
By Erin Sanderson, Nexus 
(Camosun College) 
VICTORIA (CUP) - Students vote three 
times a day. 
In fact, students vote as many 
times as they eat or drink in the day. 
As students, we also have that many 
chances each day to change the world. 
After all, our consumption is what keeps 
corporations rolling. 
When we purchase bottled water, we 
vote for the privatization of water. This 
means we vote for companies like Coca-
Cola to go into places like Plachimada, 
India and set up a bottling plant where 
they aren't necessarily wanted. 
The people there know the value 
of their water and don't want to see it 
pumped out of the ground and bottled up 
Buying bottled water means that 
we support the basic idea that it's okay 
for corporations to make money off a 
resource that was here way before all of 
us and is, like oxygen, a basic necessity 
of life. 
· What happens when water 
management becomes private? 
Motivation becomes profit. Not people, 
not the environment, not equal access. 
Companies like Suez Environment 
go into really poor countries in the 
developing world and, with the help of 
the International Monetary Fund, force 
them to give up the management of their 
water supply. 
They then increase the price, put 
locks on the wells, and leave people with 
two options: either spend a large portion 
of their meagre earnings to get that 
"Buying bottled water means that we support the basic idea that it's 
okay for corporations to make money off a resource that was here 
way before all of us and is, like oxygen, a basic necessity of life." 
by a company whose main goal is profit. 
If students buy bottled water it 
means they vote for companies like 
Nestle , who have been sued in numerous 
states for continuing to extract water, 
even after large public outcry and 
significant localized environmental harm. 
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water, or-for those who don't have that 
option-die. 
Students vote with their wallets 
whether they know it or not and some 
things are worth voting against. Water 
and profit should be kept separate, for the 
benefit of all. 
CBS "Saints" leave gay ads on the sidelines 
Network's selection of what is appropriate advertising is bewildering 
By Angela Espinoza 
Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you, what comes to mind when you hear "Super 
· Bowl"? Is it the thunderous. screams 
and cheers of face-painted fans? 
Perhaps it's a pile of overpriced 
comfort food that'll disappear 
long before the epically overblown 
halftime show plays out. Maybe 
it's just those insane, million dollar 
ads that air during the show. We 
love those crazy commercials, 
and for good reason too; if they're 
not funny, they at least have some 
simple message going for them. 
Unfortunately, this year's main 
message seemed to be keeping a 
closed mind. 
Joining NBC in the world of 
media morons, CBS refused to air 
a promotional ad for ManCrunch. 
com commercials submitted this 
year. The Super Bowl is no stranger 
to the raunchy ads, so they can only 
have a good reason for banning this 
one. In this commercial, spokesbabe 
Danica Patrick walks around a 
mansion narrating the current life 
of a fictional retired football star. 
The ex-player is seen walking 
around in a pink sweat suit for half 
the commercial and never saying a 
word throughout, responding only 
with effeminate giggles and noises. 
Some would see this stereotypical 
portrayal as homophobic, and I am 
one of those people. But if this is the 
same CBS we were talking about a 
minute ago, they probably banned 
the ad because it was offensive to the 
breeders, not the gay community. 
There's a big part of me that 
wishes the issue ended there, but 
CBS had to push the envelope by 
"The Super Bow/Is neither the time nor the place to cram personal 
beliefs down someone's throat; that's what the nachos and beer are for!" 
com, an online dating service geared 
towards gay men. Before you say 
anything, let me break down this ad. 
The commercial features two men 
wearing generic football jerseys 
watching the game in question. As 
they reach for the bowl of chips 
between them, their hands touch. 
Their eyes meet; cheesy music plays 
and the two men begin kissing. 
The website's logo appears and the 
commercial ends with another man 
staring at them bewildered before 
slowly turning to the camera. 
As far as Super Bowl 
commercials go, this ad is painfully 
low budget, but it's nonetheless 
funny and above all things, 
cute-perfect for Valentine's Day, 
right? Wrong. Keeping in mind that 
there are families watching, the 
commercial is far from racy, and I'm 
going to push the point further by 
mentioning that the two lead actors 
don't even look like they're actually 
kissing each other. 
Another ad banned by the 
network was one of two Go Daddy. 
airing an anti-abortion ad. The 
commercial was based on the fact 
that while pregnant, average nobody 
Pam Tebow became ill and her 
doctor insisted she get an abortion; 
Pam ignored her doctor's suggestion 
and today her son Tim Tebow is a 
college football star. 
I'm going to be blunt and say 
I stand on the pro-life side of this 
incredibly stupid debate-and I say 
stupid because everyone should be 
entitled to do what they feel is right 
for themselves-but even I know an 
event like the Super Bowl is neither 
the time nor the place to cram 
personal beliefs down someone's 
throat; that's what the nachos and 
beer are for! 
There is no comprehending 
what on earth CBS was thinking this 
year, or in past years when similar 
actions were taken. Whether they 
like it or not though, at some point 
they'll have to get with the times 
and stop discriminating subjects 
that should no longer be considered 
taboo. 
Knowl,on Knows 
Quirky ads and CEO celebrities haunt consumers 
A look back on recent years reveals two advertising trends consumers could do without. 
Knowlton Thomas 
middle-aged man who looks 
easonable for his years sits at 
e dinner table with his eight 
delightful children and lovely wife. He 
signals for silence, and addresses them 
each by name, indicating an important 
announcement. 
"I'm gay," he says. 
"Like, gay gay?" a daughter asks 
after everyone exchanges awkward 
glances. 
commercials. Which is the right sub? A 
bright yellow submarine, or a Subway 
sandwich? Why don't we ask the 
animated monkey in a pristine white lab 
coat? Scientific monkeys and IQ tests just 
don't sell bread and deli meat. Consumers 
are simply confused, and in some cases 
agitated, by these companies' odd 
attempts to differentiate themselves from 
competitors. 
Subway and Mr. Sub have been 
major culprits indeed, but alas, they are 
not alone. Koodo, the cell phone brand, 
likes to market itself with made-up 
words like "koodotacular," "tabulous" 
and "bigbillification." They also brand 
consumers are encouraged to drink milk 
by being presented with pointless, random 
scenarios that often end faster than you 
can say, "What the hell?" 
Got milk? Why, yes, I do. But I don 't 
get your commercial. 
These ad campaigns fail on account 
of disengaging the consumers from 
positive connections and experiences, and 
instead confusing the living crap out of 
them. 
Many companies that didn't suffer 
from the quirkiness disease instead 
fell victim to overzealous CEOs-gone-
spokespersons. There was a point in time 
when nobody outside of a company knew 
respectively-supplied with multi-million 
dollar marketing teams and schemes. 
They have billions of dollars worth of 
products to sell, so they'd better get their 
advertising right. But does that mean they 
have to do it all themselves? 
From Brooks' ruthlessly exhortative 
(and tediously long; she must be pals with 
David Suzuki) radio rants to Reisman's 
pretentious "Heather's Picks," the chief 
executive officers of these Canadian 
companies seem to be trying their hand 
at spokesperson celebrity. Unfortunately, 
they lack the influential charisma that 
makes the reverse process effective: 
celebrities turned CEOs, such as in 
"Like, super, super gay," he 
replies with a perverted smile while 
rubbing her head. 
And suddenly it's a commercial 
for Mr. Sub, a "Canadian classic you 
can count on." 
"Consumers are simply confused, and In some cases agitated, by these 
companies' odd attempts to differentiate themselves from competitors." 
the cases of Martha Stewart, Oprah 
Winfrey, and of course Donald Trump, 
not to mention socialites and glamour 
stars who start fashion lines and 
alcoholic beverage labels. 
Confused? Yeah, so is everyone else. 
Mr. Sub and a horde of other 
companies have taken to "quirky 
advertising," campaigns that up the 
ante on what we perceive as abnormal 
marketing techniques. But unfortunately 
for them, all that weirdness is lost on the 
average consumer. 
Take a look at recent Subway 
themselves with neon pinks, greens, and 
blues, and use retro-themed characters-
often of a subtly pedophiliac nature-to 
insist that you purchase a phone and 
plan with them for this reason and that. 
Similarly, Old Navy has launched a string 
of commercials that replace celebrities 
and models with mannequins, which 
don't move but manage to exchange 
awfully stupid conversations. And 
Should I stay or should I go? 
What to do during the Olympic break 
By Trevor Dore, Opinions Editor 
The moment we have all been planning for and anticipating, avoiding and dreading since 2003 
is now just days away. Some people can 
hardly wait for the Games and festivities 
to begin, and plan to soak up every last 
drop of spirit. On the other hand , some 
will be going to great lengths to get as 
far away as possible. So what is the best 
thing to do, stay or go? While it all comes 
down to personal opinion; here are some 
reasons for both. 
There are many reasons to stay. First 
of all, chances are this will be a once in 
a lifetime opportunity. Unless you're a 
complete Olympic buff, when will you 
ever be able to take part in the two-week 
festival again? Even if you are a complete 
buff, chances are there will never been 
another Olympics right in your own back 
yard. People are coming from around 
the world to take part in a party to which 
we are host. This presents a wonderful 
opportunity to get out and take in a truly 
multicultural experience. Your tax dollars 
have been poured into the event in order 
to bring things up to Olympic standards. 
Since we have already paid for it and will 
continue to pay for it well in to the future, 
why not get out and enjoy it while you 
can? If you can get the time of work, and 
don't mind dealing with the crowds, there 
are multiple free venues to be seen and 
I imagine the atmosphere in downtown 
Vancouver and Whistler with truly be 
magical. 
While there are many reasons to 
stay, there are just as many reasons why 
one might not want to take part in the 
celebration. Perhaps all of the reasons to 
stay just simply don't appeal to you. You 
see the Olympics as nothing more than a 
marketing scheme and want nothing to do 
with it. Thousands of visitors from around 
the world might make for a wonderful 
multicultural atmosphere nonetheless; one 
of congestion, long line ups and inflated 
prices . I guess it's a good thing that there 
are multiple free venues because unless 
you are substantially wealthy, chances 
of you getting to see an actual Olympic 
event are slim to none. Ticket prices are 
outrageous and seem to cater to those 
of the wealthy minority. If you think 
that enough of your money has already 
been poured into the event staying away 
anything about that company's CEO. 
They were a mystery, a question mark. 
For all the public knew about them, they 
might as well have been mute. And now 
we can't get them to shut up. 
Enter Bonnie Brooks, Galen Weston 
Jr., Heather Reisman, and a slew of 
other big-business CEOs. These ladies 
and gents run giant companies-the 
Bay, President's Choice, and Chapters 
As one infamously accurate 
proverb points out, "He who is his own 
lawyer has a fool for a client." CEOs need 
to stick like glue to the skills and talents 
that earned them their position. And 
playing the spokesperson is simply not 
their forte. 
In the end, consumers hope that 
with a new decade, so too comes new 
marketing techniques-ones that actually 
make sense. 
r---!P.,.-~!!'!!"'~!!!'!'!!!a-----. one of these 
is probably your best option. However, 
if you don't have the money to jet set 
away to some tropical location, take the 
time and spend it with friends and family 
and if you're a student, catching up on 
homework. 
While some of us have the luxury of 
weighing our options, many don't have a 
choice. They must stay in order to fulfill 
certain obligations. If you happen to be 
individuals and 
unfortunately 
have to commute 
anywhere close 
to the Vancouver 
core on a regular 
basis , consider 
it a good time to 
start that book 
that you have 
been wanting 
to read for the 
last little while. 
Chances are you 
will have more 
than enough time 
to plough through 
it. 
In the end, it comes down to 
personal opinion. The Olympics will 
no doubt be the festival of a lifetime, 
provided you don't mind the crowds, 
gridlock and increased prices. On the 
other hand, this could be the ultimate 
excuse to get out of town, jet set to some 
tropical location and soak up some rays . 
Either way, the Olympics are coming so 
why not try and make the best of it. 
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Douglas dynasty continues 
Badminton star Rui Lin Huang up for B.C. college athlete of the year award 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
~r the past few years, Douglas r ;ollege has been home to one of 
the most dominating dynasties in 
prize, this award cuts across all of college 
athletics. She's running up against Langara 
College's soccer star Loren Linden and 
Camosun's Carmen Lapthome, who plays 
basketball. Don't think though that just 
because Huang plays badminton that 
she's at a disadvantage. This season the 
second-year Douglas student has been 
quietly putting together one of the most 
dominating and powerful performances 
anyone has ever seen, and that isn't an 
exaggeration. 
Since she began competing for 
Douglas, Huang has an unblemished record 
(including a remarkable 33-0 mark this 
season). In fact, not only has she gone 
completely unbeaten in her two years 
playing in the BCCAA, she also hasn't lost 
a set, ever. That's bringing domination to 
an entirely new level. 
But Huang isn't Douglas' only 
superstar on the badminton court. On the 
men's side is Alvin Lau, perhaps the most 
decorated collegiate badminton player 
of all time. Lau is a perennial all-star in 
both singles and doubles competition and 
recently wrapped up this year's campaign 
in the best way possible; he won the 2010 
YONEX National Championships in 
doubles competition, which were contested 
in Winnipeg, with partner John Vandervet. 
The duo closed out Toby Ng and Adrian 
Liu of Langara in three close sets. 
Throughout all events over the entire 
tournament, Lau went an impressive 7-1, 
and was able to successfully rebound from 
a hard loss in mixed doubles to Vandervet 
and his partner Milaine Cloutier. When he 
and Vandervet were paired together, they 
were perfect, sporting a clean 4-0 record on 
their way to winning the title. As a senior, 
this is Lau's first National Championship 
victory. 
"Not only has she gone completely unbeaten In her two years 
playing In the BCCAA, she also hasn't lost a set, ever. That's 
bringing domination to an entirely new level." 
the history of Canadian college sports. 
While badminton doesn't quite get the 
recognition of some of the other, more 
traditional collegiate activities, some of 
the very best can be found at Douglas, 
and most recently that includes Rui Lin 
Huang, who is has been nominated for 
the 2009 Sport B.C. college athlete of the 
year award. 
Now, this isn't just a badminton 
18 
Looking back through Lau's storied 
career, he's been showered with a 
seemingly endless stream of player of the 
year awards, all-star berths a number of 
titles from a wide variety of organizations. 
In his senior year with Douglas however, 
winning the most prestigious of them all, 
a coveted national championship, may just 
prove to be his sweetest achievement to 
date. 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
0 ne of the most gruelling and intense physical events of the year in the whole world 
is the annual Iditarod Trail Sled Dog 
Race, held every year in Alaska where 
mushers and their dogs traverse 1,161 
miles from Anchorage to Nome in spans 
of up to 15 days. During this race, which 
begins at the beginning of March, racers 
have to endure freezing temperatures 
that make Edmonton seem like Hawaii, 
winds that can cause the cold to drop up 
to 30 degrees and a near endless stretch 
of extreme and harsh terrain. While the 
Iditarod is one of the most well known 
and publicized dog sled races in the 
world, it is far from the only one, and 
there are plenty just like it. But is sled 
dog racing a sport? 
There's no doubting the level of 
toughness required to even attempt a 
race like the Iditarod. It makes the Tour 
de France look a leisurely ride in the 
park. 
Do the dogs to pretty much all the 
work? Yes, but the same argument can 
be made of horse racing, and it doesn't 
mean that either one isn't a sport. Much 
like a jockey, a musher has to be in 
near-total control of his animals at all 
times, and that's even more complex and 
difficult what a jockey has to do because 
sled races last days and there are up to 
ten dogs to look after instead of just one 
horse. 
Now, there is a case to be made 
that mushers aren't true athletes in the 
traditional sense. The only real athletic 
qualities they share with say, a football 
quarterback or a goalie in hockey is 
an incredible degree of endurance 
and the need to be very aware of their 
surroundings at all times. Take Lance 
Mackey, the winner of the last three 
consecutive Iditarod races, for example. 
Mackey is a throat cancer survivor 
who's had one of his finger's amputated 
and along with his Iditarod victories 
has also won four straight Yukon Quest 
races, which is another insanely long 
sled race through the Yukon that lasts 
for over 1,000 miles. I don't care if this 
guy can't catch a football or shoot a 
three-pointer, he is obviously one tough, 
tough man. 
But is a need for toughness enough 
to qualify something as a sport? After 
all, there are plenty of other occupations 
and activities out there where you have 
to in excellent physical condition, 
but that aren't sports, think mountain 
climbing in the Alps for example. I think 
that the difference when it comes to 
dog sledding is that is that it is an actual 
race that the mushers and their dogs 
are competing in. That's the operative 
word: competing. There are other teams 
to compete against. Plain and simple, 
dog sledding is a race, which by its very 
nature is a sporting event. 
THE VERDICT: 
Is sled dog racing unique? Is it popular 
only among a very small and very 
specific portion of society? Yes and 
yes-but it is also a sport. 
It could· be time for Taylor to retire 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
0 ne of the hardest things to watch in boxing is an old fighter past his prime. There is always a mixture 
of sadness and sympathy for the one in the 
ring, and even more so for guys who in 
their day were great champions , tremendous 
boxers or both. Right now, that appears 
to be the case for middleweight Jermain 
Taylor, who has just announced that he is 
taking an indefinite "leave of absence" after 
back-to-back knockout losses to Arthur 
Abraham and Carl Froch. 
Taylor was pummelled in both bouts, 
and was knocked cleanly out against 
Abraham in the 12'h round of their fight. 
Counting those two , he's now dropped four 
of his last five matches , and getting KOed in 
three of them. 
Taylor was supposed to be one of the 
biggest names entering into the made-for-
television Super Six World Boxing Classic 
(where the winner gets crowned the new 
WBA and WBC Super-middleweight 
champion) , but opted to withdraw after his 
stunning loss to Abraham. After all , isn't 
Taylor the same guy who not once but twice 
defeated the legendary Bernard Hopkins? 
Wasn't he at one time the undisputed 
middleweight champion of the world? And 
at age 31 , he really isn't seen as that old by 
most observers . 
While all of the above may be true, 
it doesn't take a brain surgeon to see that 
Taylor is more than a few steps off his 
game, and apparently his now-former 
trainer, Lou Dibella, is of the same mind. 
After watching his man get beat to high 
hell for 12 rounds against Abraham, 
Dibella resigned from his post in fear that 
after getting knocked out so many times, 
Taylor was putting his long term health at 
permanent risk. 
Taylor was a great champion, but he's 
a perfect example of a fighter who would 
have been wise to stay within his weight 
class . When he lost his middleweight 
championship to Kelly Pavlik and 
then failed to regain it in a rematch, 
Taylor decided to move up to the super-
middleweight division at 167 pounds. And 
when he took a unanimous decision against 
Jeff Lacy to earn a shot at Froch and his 
WBC super-middleweight title, everything 
seemed to be getting back in order. 
Then came the 12'h round knockout 
to Froch, and that was followed by a six-
month layoff before the disastrous Abraham 
fight, where the German power puncher 
picked Taylor apart. 
Taylor has stated that he's taking time 
off for a while to evaluate his situation and 
then attempt a return to boxing. I hate to say 
it, but I almost hope that doesn't happen. 
Boxing history is littered with sad and failed 
comeback bids by fighters seeking that 
one last shot at glory, and far more often 
than not they don't have a happy ending. 
I know that Taylor won't be leaving the 
sport on his terms if he calls it quits now, 
but it is probably best for all involved if 
he does. Nobody wants to see him get hurt 
permanently. 
It's time to go for gold 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
T he opening ceremonies to the 2010 Winter Olympics, our Olympics, take place this Friday. In just four 
days, the entire world is going to be here 
to see just how big of a show we can put 
on. Like it or not , the Games are here, and 
this is the only chance we' re going to get 
to make the most of them. 
I understand that the Olympics are 
wildly unpopular with a lot of people, and 
make no mistake about it, they have their 
faults. Government deception, costs that 
seem to just keep ballooning, increasingly 
violent protesters and the iron grip of the 
IOC and VANOC have all done a great 
deal to curb the enthusiasm that people 
should have for the Olympics. 
However, at their core, the Games 
are a good thing, and they're good for this 
province and this country. The profile of 
Vancouver is about to be immeasurably 
raised and we're all fools if we don't take 
advantage of that opportunity right now. 
It is time to enjoy this. Are the Olympics 
expensive? Yes, but they're happening, so 
why sit at home and complain about 
everything when you could be out 
making the most of just how fun this 
really is going to be?. 
There has been so much negative 
press coverage about the Olympics , 
it seems like few people are willing 
to take the time to explore some of 
the truly awesome things that there 
will be to do once things kick off. 
Why not check out Molson's Hockey 
House at Concord Place, right in the 
heart of Vancouver? Wayne Gretzky 
has said that he' ll be there for at 
least one day, and for the rest of the 
Olympics it will be the premier 
place to watch all of the men's and 
women's hockey action from every 
team. Or what about David Lam Park in 
Yaletown, where live bands such as Blue 
Rodeo and Alexisonfire and many more 
will be playing for the duration? There are 
tons and tons of places like this, all over 
the city,just waiting to be found, and all 
it takes is a Google search to track them 
down. The energy level that will be here 
when the whole world comes to call is 
"""'"""""""'~":"'""lTI'!Il~=-r'!!'!!'"":"--...,..._,.,.,,_,., around. Contrast that to the last time 
a Canadian city played host the the 
Winter Olympics , Calgary back in 
1988, where Canada garnered just 
five medals , none of them gold , and 
this time will be vastly different. 
Not only will Canada field the 
favourites in men's and women's 
hockey, where we almost always 
dominate, but we also have some of 
the leading contenders in curling, 
speed skating, the. luge and skeleton 
and of course, snowboarding. One of 
the best Olympic traditions I have is 
to take a full day off work or school 
ll•lil and devote it to non-stop Olympic 
going to be simply amazing. 
Even if you aren't all that into 
venturing out into the city, the actual 
Games themselves are going to be a blast. 
Thanks to the Own the Podium initiative, 
which has generated over $22.34 million 
in funding for winter sports in 2009 alone, 
Canada has its best chances of all time 
at not only contending, but leading the 
gold and overall medal count this time 
coverage. There is always something 
on to watch and even if you couldn't care 
less about some of the sports in the past 
three year~, it's always fun to cheer on 
the Canadians and get info of the athlete's . 
back-stories. 
Nobody has said that the Olympics 
are perfect, and there's no doubt that there 
might be quite the hangover, but when 
they're here, don't work to not enjoy 
them. Just get swept up in the ride. 
19 
.. :~ 
S~...e.. ltJ. PoR· • ·s~ 
Garth Mclennan 
sports editor 
After watching New Jersey Devils GM Lou Lamoriello fleece Don Waddell of the Atlanta Thrashers last week, it 
wasn't all that difficult to believe that Tony 
Soprano may have had a hand in the trade (if 
you can call it that) that sent Ilya Kovalchuk 
out of Georgia and into the swamp. 
The deal was so one sided that when 
Sportsnet first broke news of the transaction, 
in Kovalchuk, say a Boston or an LA., that 
he won't sign long term for anything less 
than astronomical figures that would cripple 
a team's entire salary structure. That in tum 
scares potential bidders off, who won't give up 
high draft picks and elite prospects for a rental 
player who is free to leave as an unrestricted 
free agent in four months. You think that the 
Vancouver Canucks are going to part with a 
Cody Hodgson or a Cory Schnieder just to get 
Kovalchuk for a few short months? Of course 
not, so that removes them from the table and 
before long all Atlanta is left with in terms of 
offers are the ones like Lamoriello's. Waddell 
basically gave up a treasure trove that he could 
Robberv 1-n the swamp ::;~;;~~;0• mstantly propels them into top contender status 
Why the Thrashers got so little in the llya Kovalchuk trade 
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you had to do a double take just to make 
sure that what you were seeing was actually 
real. After all, there were no stars leaving the 
Devils. 
There was no Zach Parise or Travis 
Zajac. 
No Patrick Elias or Paul Martin. 
All the Thrashers got in return for the 
man who has been their franchise cornerstone 
for eight years and their all-time leading goals 
on the same level with 
Washington and Pittsburgh. The Devils run a 
tight ship under head coach Jacques Lemaire, 
but any team with talent like Parise, Zajac, 
Martin Brodeur and now Kovalchuk has 
to be considered a front runner for a long 
Stanley Cup run. The Devils acquire a blue-
chip superstar who has consistently been 
one of hockey's best pure goal-scorers with 
absolutely zero support down in Atlanta, a 
perennially awful team. This is a guy who 
"The Thrashers were on shaky ground in Atlanta with Kovalchuk; without 
him, they've basically been handed a death sentence." 
and points scorer was a late first round draft 
pick, a solid but unspectacular defenseman 
in Johnny Oduya, a bottom-six roster player 
in Nicklas Bergfors and a prospect with a 
lot of baggage in Patrice Cormier. In fact, it 
gets even worse for the Thrashers. The clubs 
swapped second round draft picks, so that 
causes the Devils to move up approximately 
15 spots in the second round this year. 
How did this happen? Wasn't Waddell 
able to broker a better deal for the best player 
his team has ever seen and one of hockey's 
truly elite goal scorers than this mixed bag 
of picks and prospects? It was no secret that 
the Atlanta GM was anxious to rid himself of 
the Russian sniper after Kovalchuk rejected a 
pair of mammoth offers from the Thrashers. 
However, he made a horrible mistake when, 
frustrated and out of anger, he went to the 
media and announced that Kovalchuk had 
spumed a 12-year, $101 million contract and 
a seven year, $70 million offer, both of which 
would have made him the highest paid player 
in the entire world if he'd accepted. 
By going public with that information, 
Waddell shot himself in the foot. That sends 
out messages to teams that might be interested 
is easily on his way to a sixth consecutive 
40-goal season, and that has been with such 
standouts like Jim Slater and Todd White 
centering his line. How many goals could he 
score with some real stars to play with? 60? 
70? 
Down in Atlanta, life now goes on as it 
always has for their beleaguered and ever-
dwindling fan base. This is a team that has 
allowed stars like Dany Heatley, Marian 
Rossa, Marc Savard and now Kovalchuk 
depart the organization while getting very 
little in comparative value back in return. 
Without the Russian gunner, who at age 26 is 
at the peak of his powers and can arguably be 
considered the game's most exciting player 
(yes, that includes Alexander Ovechkin) and 
without anyone dynamic coming their way, 
where's the incentive for fans to come out and 
watch the games in Atlanta, which is chock 
full of sports options and labelled with the 
dreaded "non-traditional hockey market" tag? 
Almost overnight, this has become a faceless 
team with nobody who can sell tickets or 
excite the fans. The Thrashers were on shaky 
ground in Atlanta with Kovalchuk; without 
him, they've basically been handed a death 
sentence. 
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What are your thoughts about the Olympics? 
By Maria Asselin-Roy, Photographer 
Alyssa Farkas 
General Studies 
"I have mixed feelings about the Olympics. It does provide many 
jobs for people which is gnat, but in the end the city won't profit 
from the games. Unlike Expo it's not like everyone can enjoy th$ 
events, it benefits people that can afford it. As for me, I'm going to 
hit some free concerts, but I do have some friends who won't go with 
me because they don't_want to support the Olympics in any way." 
Lauren Basson 
Criminology 
'7h$ Olympic games should be called th$ Olympic lmnes! Big 
games equal a wasu of money on athleus who don't contribuu 
anything towards our sockty and all the money that could be 
spent on h$1ping th$ ho~~Jeless or upgrading certain buildings 
is being spent on events that don't give anything back to our 
community except ddt.' 
Josh Amisano 
Sports Science 
"I like th$ Olympics being h$re, even though it's gonna put us in 
a downfall of our economy.It'U put Vancouver on the map and 
attract lots of tourists." 
Last week the Health and Wellnea Fair was going on It David Lam on February 2, and It 
New West on February 3. It Included health aneurnents, wellneu education, a~ prizes! 
By the looks of Groundhog Day this year, It looks like we'll have an ear1y spring I 
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Get paid to write! Submit a feature-length story to us (1000 words or more) and if it gets published, · 
you' II get a $50 reward! 
Open to all Douglas College students! 
Come to our weekly meetings Monday night at 6 p.m. in room 1020 of the New West 
campus. All Douglas College students are welcome to attend! 
Contact editor@theotherpress.ca with your story Idea before submitting. 
2 FREE Special Reports for the First Time Home Buyer! 
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